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ERGY INDEPENDENCE



The chapter explores the unique and 
important position that China is situ-
ated in with the discovery of several 
shale gas deposits throughout the na-
tion. More specifically the emergence 
of this unconventional fuel source 
may allow the nation to improve its 
position in the import/export market 
of oil and other fossil fuel markets. 
More specifically, it may create parody 
between North American and Asian 
automobile fuel prices, which has long 
been without competition. Within this, 
the shale gas extraction industry is still 
a significant source of greenhouse gas 
emissions. Additionally, there are sig-
nificant challenges that regulators and 
operators must consider to avoid sig-
nificantly polluting the groundwater 
sources in the areas immediately sur-
rounding the shale gas deposits. It is 
still important to China that they are 
able to explore many options for their 

efforts to become self-sustaining for 
their energy needs. A country with a 
$12 trillion USD economy is a big play-
er in the international economy, and 
a self-reliant China may become even 
more independent of influence from 
other developed nations. The authors 
do well to explore such a complex top-
ic of the geopolitical aspects of energy 
production and markets with deft to 
not drill too far into one specific topic, 
and instead provide a birds’ eye view 
of the broad topic and even have the 
ability to go into the discussions of 
what a more competitive Asian ener-
gy market would do for the rest of the 
international market.
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gLAWcal is an independent non-profit research organization (think tank) that aims at providing a new fo-
cus on issues related to economic law, globalization and development, namely the relationship between 
international economy and trade, with special attention to a number of non-trade-related values and con-
cerns.Through research and policy analysis, gLAWcal sheds a new light on issues such as good governance, 
human rights, right to water, rights to food, social, economic and cultural rights, labour rights, access to 
knowledge, public health, social welfare, consumer interests and animal welfare, climate change, energy, 
environmental protection and sustainable development, product safety, food safety and security.

To collaborate with Government, Civil society and 
business community to balance the excess of glo-
balization with Non Trade Concerns.

To influence policymakers, to raise awareness over 
Non Trade Concerns, to encourage stakeholder 
participation, and to disseminate gLAWcal’s publi-
cation results.
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